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President Robert Jacobson
Email:President@eescc.org

Vice President Hope Mueller
Email:VicePresident@eescc.org

Treasurer Jim Mueller
Email: Treasurer@eescc.org

Secretary Peggy Steck
Email: Secretary@eescc.org

Chief of Registration Bonnie Mueller
Email: Registrar@eescc.org

Chief Safety Steward Keith Olsen
Email: SafetySteward@eescc.org

Chief of Timing Tim Steck
Email: ChiefofTiming@eescc.org

Upcoming EESCC Events
Monthly Meeting 6:30 PM Aug 5t
Please go to the Website for the Location
AUTOCROSS July 25™ and 26™
Valley River Center
See Flyer for Covid and other details
AUTOCROSS Aug 29" and 30t ¢t
Valley River Center

Flyer to be released later

Our sponsors are more valuable to us now than
ever before. Their sponsorship $$ makes it possible
for us to pay the fees we are now charged for every
race site we use.

So, to honor their commitment to us we are making
it possible for you to click on a simple form on the
EESCC website homepage, to add a positive
testimonial for any of our sponsors you have
actually used.

Lorin Wamsley
EESCC Sponsor and Venue Coordinator

Continued on next column

2020 EESCC Autocross Series Sponsor
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Hoodoo Autocross a Big Success!

Amid all the Covid rules we managed to get out of
town and have a wonderful event with 3 Fingered
Jack looking over the site.

Tim’s courses were fast and demanding. They were
fairly long with most times in the 50 second range.

The camping area was large and paved. Cooler
temperatures kept the mosquitoes at bay. We had
just a couple of runs in the rain. We definitely want
to do it again next year!

Continued on page 4
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EESCC Sponsors - Support our Sponsors!!
B

TBS Consultants

Experts in IT Services
www.TBSConsultanis.com

(541) 767-2100

°3 .r-K STYLE * NEW & RETRO

M °§_¢ﬁ%@ﬁ%

SA-144-1283

Guiier Team

* ROOFING SPECIALIST
¢ GENERAL CONTRACTOR
* DECKS/FENCES * SIDING

ironcat
graphics

ironcatgraphics@gmail.com

941-485-2888
In Eugene @ 4080 West 11th

//////ILPINE
Boslton

*CLIFFORD
KENWOOD

Rroneer
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TREE SERVICE

RAY SCHAFER

503.816.6357 » SCHAFER.RAY@GMAIL.COM - CCB#220157

ALEX’ S GARAGE

German Auto Specialists

1255 Railroad Blvd “A”
Eugene, OR 97402

(541) 654-5251

Mark Nearing

" PLUMBING

CCB* 190822
SERVICE

Residential - Commercial
Licensed * Bonded * Insured

541-556-3869
Free Eotimates

CHAMELEON PAINTING LLC
DBA: CHAMELEON PAINTIN G SERVICES

CCB #224115

541.912.6165 CELL
541.935.6753




EESCC Sponsors - Support our Sponsors!!
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BLACK DIAMOND
FENCE & DECK, INC.

Trellises ® Pergolas * Arbors * Decks
hlackdiamondfenceanddeck@gmail.com

541-606-5488

EdBE MO TORSPORTS
& REPHRIR

5 11-2492-FF45T
HOES Ml TTTH ANE.
LUNIT 22
ELGENE OFR.

(541) 992-2233 o
28 West Q St. Unit G
Sprindfield, OR 97477

iTintWindowTinting.com " Alex’Arriola

COLLISION

3445 Main Street
Springfield
541-726-8453

Paul’s Home Team

Paul Fortier Flagstar
Senior Loan Advisor ~——" Bank
541-579-1510 Cell

pfortier@flagstarretail.com

FDIC insured | Equal Housing Lender

Jamie Black

icensed Oregon Real Estate Broker

541.954.1514

Let’s get you moving!

2 & 4 Cycle
CASCADE ::-
Repair
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, LLC | Generators
LAWNMOWER * SMALL ENGINE | Tune-Ups

Quality Service * Friendly People (mostbrands)

A'\igy@@{g‘y [sionDa |

BOb OPeabOdy 'YOUR NEXT MOWER®
wner o
Hus' () (DR
(541) 344-6992 .“‘“ @
cascade30@gmail.com RedMax™

a\Western Testing, LLC

Construction Materials Testing
Quality Results. Always.

3329 NE STEPHENS
ROSEBURG, OR 97470

541-580-6079

Fitness Equipment of Eugene
www.fithnessequipmenteugene.com

Office  541-344-6900
PaUI Cell 541-912-6046
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Continued from page 1

HOW 66HP LED ME TO AUTOCROSS
By John Schmidt

I was asked to write an article for the club with a topic
of my choosing. With limited writing skills and any
subject on the table, either car related or not, I
pondered what topics to consider. I first thought of
writing why I autocross and why I enjoy being part of
this club. Then I thought maybe I can write why I
autocross a vintage car that can be expensive to
maintain if you are not careful. Then I thought about
writing why I became fascinated with cars as a young
boy and list some of the memorable cars that lead me
to autocross, which I will probably mention because
we all like to read about cars that influenced us
growing up. But as I recalled my youth, when I
consider the cars I dreamed about and the cars I could
actually touch, I realized my auto enthusiast story
began with a 1972 VW bus with its stock Type 2, 1.7-
liter motor and whopping 66 BHP. Well maybe it’s a
stretch to say a VW bus lead me directly to autocross
but that bus, and other buses to follow, plus a
Squareback, Datsun 710, and ultimately a Mark I VW
GTI, collectively pointed me towards autocross and the
car [ have been running for eight years.

I start with the bus because that is what I learned to
drive with. It began before my learner’s permit,
probably 1978 when I was 15, with my parents letting
me move the bus around in our driveway to let cars
out. Then it led to driving the bus in a small shore
town in New Jersey off-season when it was almost a
ghost town. My dad would let me drive around town as
he bird watched in the passenger seat. I realized years
later that anyone learning to drive a stick shift with a
VW bus was a master of the manual transmission. Our
bus, and all buses actually, were notorious for the
challenge of finding second gear which led to first to
third shifts in certain situations. Let’s not mention
reverse, pushing down and to the right, it was a skill to
master.

As I learned to drive with the bus and entering high
school I realized this vehicle did not emulate anything
motorsports related and if I wanted to be part of the
group I would have to consider another car. Luckily
two close friends in high school were Volkswagen

Continued on next column

Continued from previous column

families and we would often park together at school,
two buses and a beetle in a line. I have to thank my
close friend who also drove a bus. He made me
understand what a donut was. And believe it or not the
bus is a demon at donuts. With that low horsepower
but descent torque flat four motor hanging out over the
rear axle of a long car, with the driver position literally
on top of the front axle with your head almost on the
windshield, those buses could turn donuts for hours on
end. Here is another technique my close friend showed
me and our group of friends. The air scoops on the rear
of the bus are great hand holds. With his help and
driving skills we would take his bus to a local school at
night, lights off and on the grass and the sliding door in
the locked open position. As he proceeded to enter a
continuous donut, we would climb out the sliding door
holding on the roof rail, grabbing the rear scope with
our feet on the generous rear bumper, we would be
hanging on the back end of the bus as it spun in perfect
circles. At one point you would lose grip and jump off
sliding across the grass safely stopping away from the
ever donuting bus. Several of us would do this one
after the other. It was a blast! Ok it seemed safe at the
time but realizing as I became an adult it was a risky
stunt and I do not endorse using a bus in this fashion...
Luckily no one got hurt.

I graduated to a 1971 VW Squareback that was given
to me when my grandfather passed away. I always
admired his Squareback growing up and it felt special
to have it as my own. The Type 3, 1.6 liter car was a
step up from the bus. Lower profile comparing a whale
of a car to a wagon. Slightly different suspension and a
fun car to drive. The stove pipe style head lights and
sloping hood since the motor was in the back provided
a great view and you always sensed the location of the
front wheels.

My next car was supposed to be a 1971 bus that my
dad had replaced his 1972 bus with after it was totaled
in an accident. Being rear ended in a bus provides a lot
of cushion and luckily my dad was not hurt too bad,
the bus however was crushed in the back. I say I was
supposed to get a 1971 bus but my sisters joy ride one
night resulted in totaled bus number two. As a
consequence of her joy ride she had to pitch in for my
own car, which was a bright orange Datsun 710. This
Page 4
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Continued from page 4

was a step up from the Squareback in some ways. A 2-
liter motor with a about 94 hp with a form factor new
to me, front engine rear wheel drive. The form factor
had a problem though, this model had a solid rear axle
with leaf springs taken from Datsun truck chassis.
Even with the rear axle I did learn quickly this car was
a blast to drive and on wet roads, snowy roads or ice,
the tail would wag all over the road. At times driving
my Datsun I felt like a rally driver on the farm roads of
Pennsylvania.

Just about the time I had punished my Datsun from a
couple years of pretend rally driving my older brother
bought a black on black Mark I VW GTIL. I will never
forget the day he let me take it for a ride. This car
changed my perception of what a well-designed car
could do on a twisty road. That first drive is etched in
my brain as one of the most fun and eye-opening
experiences I have ever had. Equipped with a 1.6-liter
motor with mechanical fuel injection, independent
suspension, 4 speed transmission and shift knob that
looked and felt like a golf ball, the GTI enjoyed the
corners and felt planted. After several drives with the
GTI I thought someday I will get myself something
similar. I was sold on the light and nimble form factor.

Fast forward decades later and many different cars,
some boring, some interesting, some I don’t car to
mention, but I can say I never owned a minivan and |
never will. The list included a Chevy Van, Nissan
Sentra, Volvo 740 GL, Ford Ranger, Ford F150
Subaru GL wagon, Subaru WRX wagon and Toyota
Tundra. The GTI stuck with me all those years and
was brought to life with the WRX wagon, when
coupled with my beginnings with VW air cooled cars,
lead me to the car I have today.

The migration to considering an air-cooled Porsche
started about the time I bought the WRX wagon. I had
been reading about Porsches for years and it started to
grow into an obsession. I also became a passionate
auto racing fan following the US Lemans Series and
Grange AM series which eventually merged into one
IMSA series. Every time we were driving as a family
and I saw a Porsche I would rattle off some statistic
about the cars build period, displacement and model
type, often to the frustration of my family riding with

Continued on next column

Continued from previous column

me. At one moment years ago, | had enough money set
aside to ask my wife a very important question, “can I
buy a Porsche 911?”. After she looked at me for a few
minutes she said “if we buy a Porsche will you stop
talking about them so much when we are driving
around?”. I smiled and said of course I will stop and I
think she knew I would continue to talk about them,
which I did and I still do to this day.

I will end this story with my pretty, bright red, 1984
Euro Spec. Porsche 911 I purchased in 2012. Maybe
my next story will be about my experience in this
incredibly fun, light and agile car.
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